ENG 403:  Approaches to Teaching Writing

Spring 2006 Tuesday/Thursday 2:20-3:35
Sandra Raymond

Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday 1:00-2:00 P.M. or by appointment
English Education

Advising hours (LA 305): Monday/Wednesday 3:00-4:30 P.M.
Office: LA 115 E

Email:
sandra.raymond@nau.edu


Office Phone: 523-0951
Website: http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~smr2
Required Texts
Blasingame, Jim, and Bushman, John. (2005). Teaching Writing in the Middle and Secondary Schools.  Columbus, Ohio: Pearson.  ISBN# 013098163X 
Lane, Barry. (1993) After the End: Teaching and Learning Creative Revision. Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Heinemann.  ISBN# 0435087142
Williams, James D. (2003).  Preparing to Teach Writing. (3rd edition) Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erhlbaum Associates.  ISBN# 0805841644

Copy of the Arizona Academic Content Standards for Language Arts (Writing articulated by grade level) found at http://www.ade.state.az.us
Course Description
This course is designed to prepare secondary and elementary education majors to teach writing in their future classrooms.  Current teachers and those planning to teach at a university or community college may also find this course useful.  This course requires and expects participants to look at writing from a pedagogical viewpoint, so it may be inappropriate for non-teaching majors.  We will discuss theory, methods, and practice in the areas of composition, rhetoric, and creative writing.  This is a very intensive course attempting to cover a large amount of information in a short period of time.  Expect to do a great deal of reading and writing.
Objectives:
· Consider the strengths and weaknesses of various pedagogical approaches to writing.

· Gain a better understanding of the writing process and participate in a writing group.

· Look at the history and current condition of writing instruction in public schools.

· Examine state and national standards for writing instruction.

· Analyze and practice evaluation and assessment techniques for written work.

· Read, reflect on, and discuss current scholarship in the area of writing pedagogy.
· Develop and present a mini-lesson appropriate for writing instruction.

· Create a portfolio of written work and teaching resources.

Attendance and Participation
Regular attendance and active participation is mandatory.  More than three absences, as well as excessive lateness, for any reason, will affect your grade. If you miss more than three classes (once again, for any reason) you cannot get an A in this class.  If you miss six or more classes you cannot pass this class.
Assignments and Grading
Reading response papers (5)
  
100 points
Scale:
Group participation and activities
  50 points
450-500 = A
Practice assessments


  70 points
400-449 = B
 

 
Creative non-fiction essay

  80 points
350-399 = C




Mini-lesson presentation

100 points
300-349 = D
 
Writing and teaching portfolio
100 points
    0-299 = F
Total




500 points
Assignment Descriptions

Reading response papers

You are required to write five reading response papers (about two pages each) responding to the reading assignments. A response is more of an analysis or review, NOT A SUMMARY.  Do not simply restate what the reading assignment is about.  Assume your audience is familiar with the chapter.  You must give each response paper a title, and you must support your points with evidence from the text in the form of quotes from the assigned readings.  Use the correct MLA or APA format when citing quotes.  Late papers will receive a 10% reduction in grade for each day they are late.
Practice assessments

You will be asked to participate in mock grading and assessment of sample secondary student writing four times during the semester, once outside of class and three times in class with a group.  Practice grading will help you uncover your beliefs, biases, and assumptions about grading and assessment, give you an opportunity to share personal experience, and allow you to raise questions and concerns regarding grading and assessment at the secondary level.
Creative non-fiction essay
For this assignment you will write a 3-5 page creative non-fiction essay.  Creative non-fiction is a genre in which actual people and events are written about using the techniques, strategies, and conventions of fiction writing.  This means using description, figurative language, characterization, plot, setting, and dialogue in ways that you would when writing fiction.  Your essay should focus on a short period of time, only one or two scenes.  You will be required to write multiple drafts of this essay, make revisions, and participate fully in a writing group.  Because this is a methods class, you should think critically about the writing process as you engage in it.  Think about what is expected of writers in “the real world” and how those expectations conflict with what students are asked to do in classrooms, on tests, and to meet state and national writing standards.

Mini-lesson presentation
For this assignment you will create and present a short lesson that pertains to writing instruction.  The purpose of a mini-lesson is to teach one concept to your students in a short period of time (mini-lessons are generally 10-15 minutes in length) and then allow them to apply that concept to an activity, an assignment, or their own writing.  Students are more likely to listen to and remember concepts that are presented in time blocks of less than 20 minutes, especially when they have the opportunity to apply their new knowledge as soon as possible. We will discuss this assignment in more detail and go over the rubric for it later in the semester.

Writing and teaching portfolio

The portfolio serves as both your final exam and as a major assessment for the English Education degree.  It is important that you save all of the handouts and materials given to during the course of the semester and that you begin compiling resources as soon as possible.  Your portfolio must be arranged in a three-ring binder and divided into the following sections: 1.) Teaching philosophy, 2.) Methods, 3.) Resources, 4.) Assessment, 5.) Personal writing.  We will discuss this assignment in more detail and go over the rubric for it later in the semester.
Schedule

Week One—What is good writing? Standards, Assessment, and Six Traits
Tuesday, January 17

Introductions, syllabus, textbooks

Brainstorm criteria for good writing

Look at secondary student writing samples

Thursday, January 19

Discuss Blasingame Chapter Seven (pp. 121-143) 
Discuss Six Traits, Rubrics, and the Arizona State Standards

Practice assessment #1 (in-class)

Week Two—The Writing Process
Tuesday, January 24

Discuss Lane Chapters One and Two (pp. 1-30)
Discuss prewriting, brainstorming, and creative non-fiction

Thursday, January 26

Discuss Blasingame Chapters One and Two (pp. 2-40)
Reading Response #1 Due

Week Three—Historical Overview
Tuesday, January 31

Discuss Williams Chapter One (pp. 1-28)

Thursday, February 2

Discuss Williams Chapter One (pp. 28-41) 
Reading Response #2 Due
Week Four—Overview of Methods and Approaches
Tuesday, February 7

Discuss Lane Chapters Three, Four, and Five (pp. 31-79)

Thursday, February 9

Discuss Williams Chapter Three (pp. 98-130)
Reading Response #3 Due
Week Five—The Writing Workshop
Tuesday, February 14

Discuss Blasingame Chapter Three (pp. 41-58)

Discuss Williams Chapter Four (pp. 131-150)

Thursday, February 16

1st Draft of Creative Non-fiction Essay Due

Meet in Writing Groups

Week Six—Teaching Different Modes of Writing
Tuesday, February 21

Discuss Blasingame Chapter Five (pp. 71-91)

Discuss Lane Chapter Six (pp. 81-102)

Practice assessment #2 (in-class)

Thursday, February 23

2nd Draft of Creative Non-Fiction Essay Due
Meet in Writing Groups
Week Seven—Creating Writing Assignments
Tuesday, February 28

Discuss Williams Chapter Nine (pp. 296)

Thursday, March 2

Discuss Blasingame Chapter Four (pp. 59-70)

Practice assessment #3 (in-class)

Week Eight—Teaching Grammar
Tuesday, March 7

Discuss Williams Chapter Six (pp. 171-214)

Reading Response #4 Due
Thursday, March 9

Discuss Williams Appendix A (pp. 345-354)

Final Draft of Creative Non-Fiction Essay Due

Week Nine—ESL, ELL, and Nonstandard English
Tuesday, March 14

Discuss Shaughnessy (handouts) and patterns of error

Thursday, March 16

Discuss Williams Chapter Seven (pp. 215-256)

Week Ten—Spring Break—March 20-24
No classes, NAU closed
Week Eleven—Assessment
Tuesday, March 28

Discuss Lane Chapters Seven and Eight (pp. 103-129)

Thursday, March 30

Discuss Lane Chapters Nine, Ten, and Eleven (pp. 133-167)
Discuss Blasingame Chapter Six (pp. 94-120)

Week Twelve—Assessment

Tuesday, April 4

Discuss Lane Chapters Twelve, Thirteen, and Fourteen (pp. 169-193)

Practice assessment #4 (take-home) DUE
Thursday, April 6

Discuss Lane Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen (pp. 195-213)

Discuss Williams Chapter Ten (pp. 297-331)
Reading Response #5 Due

Week Thirteen—Presentations
Tuesday, April 11

Mini-lesson presentations

Thursday, April 13

Mini-lesson presentations
Week Fourteen—Presentations
Tuesday, April 18

Mini-lesson presentations

Thursday, April 20

Mini-lesson presentations
Week Fifteen—Presentations
Tuesday, April 25

Mini-lesson presentations

Thursday, April 27

Mini-lesson presentations
Week Sixteen—Teachers as Writers
Tuesday, May 2

Open-mike reading

Thursday, May 4
Portfolios Due in lieu of final exam

Final’s Week—May 8-12
Pick up graded portfolios

No late work accepted after Wednesday, May 10
